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The Mission Field at Your Door Step
Last Mission Night in June, Anthony Norris Groves (1795-1853), the Father of Faith Missions among the assemblies, was highlighted with the screening of a VCD film entitled, “Breakthrough” published by Echoes of Service. Anthony responded to the Lord’s call in 1829. He left his profession, and even his desire to study in a Bible seminary to prepare himself for missions when he found its teaching, his church membership and mission society requirements in conflict with Scriptural principles as he understood them to be. 
Thus, he left his home in England with his wife and two boys, climbed off his weary horse at the gates of Baghdad. They had trekked more than two thousand miles over desert, rocks and mountains to bring the good news to the ancient capital of the Arabian Nights, the “city of a hundred mosques”1. With this, Anthony set the pace and the guidelines for faith missions as he went to Iraq, Russia and India just trusting the Lord and Him alone for His personal guidance, protection and provision. 

Groves went to Baghdad for a very simple reason: he believed God had sent him. He was not appointed by a mission board with wealthy directors to guarantee secure communications and a regular salary. He did not command the respect given to a man ordained to the ministry of a prominent church denomination. He did not have a team of experienced colleagues to advise in matters of language and culture. He did not have anyone to offer support in time of sickness or political unrest. He did not even have a Bible in the language spoken by the people around him. But he did have the promises of God (which he believed) and a heart taught to love everyone he met (whatever their background), and he had a vision to take those promises and that love personally to millions who knew nothing of it.

In fact Anthony Groves was a pioneer among pioneers. The previous century had produced some brave initiatives in gospel work overseas. Some of the earliest missionary societies had already been labouring for thirty years. “But their activities were hampered, and the natural growth of churches hindered, by the fact that they worked on the plan of Western organisation, and transplanted the organised church systems of the West instead of planting churches of the apostolic type shown in the New Testament.” [Lang, Groves, 18] When Groves packed his bags and set off for Baghdad, he was determined to leave behind everything he had known of British Christianity, to forget the accumulated customs of eighteen hundred years. He took with him his Bible and a determination to teach exactly what he found in its pages to the people of the East.1 
Since then numerous saints of God in response to His call had left the comfort of their homes for missions abroad to serve in foreign lands. 

Hudson Taylor (1832-1905) was one. He was the English missionary to China. Founder of China Inland Mission. Spent five years translating the New Testament into the Ningpo dialect. At his death in 1905, there were 205 stations with 849 missionaries, and 125,000 Chinese Christians in the China Inland Mission.2
It was at Drainside Taylor learned one can trust God with his last cent. He had been called out late one night to witness to and pray over a sick woman with starving children. As he tried to pray, his words choked in his mouth because he had in his possession a silver coin that would answer his prayer and alleviate their sufferings somewhat. "Hypocrite!" he heard his heart condemn him. "Telling people about a kind and loving Father in Heaven — and not prepared to trust Him yourself, without your money!" He gave them his last coin -- only one bowl of porridge between him and poverty! As he ate that last meal he remembered the Scripture, "He that giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lord."

The next day he received a package. In it was a gold coin — worth ten times the silver coin. Taylor cried out triumphantly, "That's good interest! Ha! Ha! Invested in God's bank for twelve hours and it brings me this! That's the bank for me!"

Thus at nineteen years of age, Taylor learned he could trust and obey God in every area of his life. There were many lessons to learn, but at the first he learned that a man can take God at His Word. 2
Many believed that and some had left their comfort zones to come even to the shores of the Pearl of the Orient and started the first assembly in Penang in 1859 at 35 Farquhar Street Mission House and Chapel (the building is still standing today though in a dilapidated condition). These missionaries were mainly from the UK, Australia and New Zealand. They served the Lord in Penang or made it as their base to launch out further afield. They left the comfort of their homes, adapted to the hard conditions of foreign lands and life. They spent long hours mastering the local languages, customs and cultures. Such were the courageous and committed servants of the Lord who travelled great distances just to bring the Gospel to those who knew not Christ then. 
Today many have modified somewhat the faith principle of trusting God for everything, while others still believe that these principles still work because they are based on God’s faithfulness and immutability.

Following their footsteps, from Penang island itself, assembly members like sisters Chan Mei Lai, Annie Khoo and Wong Ee Ling had left for Indonesia, Cambodia and Kazakhstan respectively to serve the Lord overseas. There are also Wong Lai Har in China, Yeoh Lay Bee in Thailand, and others like Lee Kok Joo and Chin Thiew Lung who had at one time served the Lord in Pakistan and Afghanistan.
These dear saints of the Lord sacrifice much of their time, money, life, etc. to obey the Lord in going out to these mission fields. There are others who perhaps may have heard the mission call of God but are not able to go because of family commitments, financial circumstances, physical handicaps, etc. etc. – not being ready to step out in faith. But they need not be disappointed while waiting. They can get involved in missions now.
Today modern technology has shrunk the world we live in. The mission field is no more far afield. It is the breath of air next to us. We can reach out to many, hundreds, thousands and multitudes via email, social networking, websites, sms, etc. A potential “target” is just a click away as the modern technological saying goes. It is just left to one’s own innovative imagination.

More importantly, for those who cannot go abroad or are afraid to do so, the mission field is no further afield – it is at your backdoor, at your front door and in your house/home/shop/factory/etc.!

The Mission Field at your front door.
Instead of making mission trips to Indonesia, Cambodia, Vietnam, Bangladesh, Nepal, China, India, Myanmar, Laos, Pakistan, and other neighbouring countries, these mission fields have come up right to our doorsteps. Today we have the migrant workers who have come into our country to find a new future, a new hope, a new home, a new life. Many of them are disappointed, and they have been exploited, abused, imprisoned, prostituted, separated from loved ones, etc. They are those concerning whom the Lord Himself had spoken: Then shall the righteous answer Him, saying, Lord, when saw we Thee an hungered, and fed Thee? or thirsty, and gave Thee drink? When saw we Thee a stranger, and took Thee in? or naked, and clothed Thee? Or when saw we Thee sick, or in prison, and came unto Thee? And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me. (Mt. 25:37-40) These are the legal migrant workers and refugees who have come into our country to find work but are disappointed by hope, and find themselves in the above adverse situations.
The Mission Field at your back door.

You just have to go out of your way, to the highways and byways, and you find thousands more of these migrant workers in similar straits. They are the illegal migrants. And because they are illegal they are worse off than those mentioned above. They are exploited and hunted, abused and victimised and they cannot find any official redress for fear of being imprisoned and deported. They are ready for some loving compassion and true hope from us!
The Mission Field in your Home.

So many of us in the middle-income and high-income groups, employ these migrant workers as maids, waiters, waitresses, factory workers, construction workers, etc. We are in contact and in communication with them day in and day out. Some of them are even believers. What is our attitude towards them? Have we communicated the Gospel to them by our lips and by our life? Some of them are disappointed by hope – do we (individual Christians, assemblies, churches, organisations, etc.) give them some? Do we reach out to them? Do we have workers sent out to meet with them? They are our mission fields at out doorsteps! We need not have to go overseas to minister to them. They have come to us! But, alas, no assembly on the island of Penang has a work among them!

Youth With A Mission (YWAM) Penang Branch has published a photo-booklet “Disappointed By Hope” relating the plight of migrants and refugees in Malaysia in the form of a daily prayer devotion with a true case of these workers documented for each day for our prayer. The 65-page, glossy-printed book is sold at RM5.00 each for 50 copies. 

If you are interested and want to be involved in this ministry but do not know how to do so directly, you can start by purchasing 50 books at RM5.00 each and resell them to your friends in your church at whatever price they are prepared to pay (but at a minimum price of RM5.00) and donate every sen from the sale to any assembly or group of your choice that has work among these migrant workers. Of course, this means that to start with, you already have donated a gift of RM250.00 to the work in the purchase of the books. [As an encouragement to prayer partners, recently SAGH believers bought 25 books for RM335.00 and IGGC members paid RM600.00 for the remaining 25 from the initial 50 purchased by an anonymous believer for this purpose. The total amount of RM950.00 was donated to the Malaysian Myanmar Mission (MMM)]. If anyone is interested, please contact YWAM (phone 6-04-2638748) for the purchase of the books.   Alternatively, you can order online at disappointedbyhope@gmail.com or contact, the Advisor of the Mission Committee for assistance. 

Remember, the Mission Field is at your doorstep!
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